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Mﬁ\ JW"% BRBIE £ 2E Elder John Chan

This year the Zion Church is celebrating her 40th
anniversary. The church was established in 1979. Like
the Israelites who wandered in the wilderness for 40
years, there’s bound to be some highlights.

| came to Abbotsford in 1983 as a young family
practitioner. At that time a family doctor has to be at-
tached to the hospital in order to work. | joined the
church and a number of brothers and sisters petitioned
for me to obtain hospital privilege at the MSA Hospital.

Shortly afterward | was part of the membership of the
Zion Church. In the early days, Zion Church was established by the Gateway Church which used to be First
Church under the leadership of Rev. Beukema. They sponsored refugees from Vietnam and Laos and encour-
aged them to have their own Christian fellowship and service.

The first pastor was Rev. Stephen Jung (1979-1981). He was succeeded by Rev. Livingston Chen (1981-
1988). Pastor Chen’s background is similar to my wife Becky’s. They are both born in the Philippines but had
western education in North America. Joining this church and knowing the pastor was an early transition for
me. During those days we had Sunday services in the basement of the First Church and weekly bible study at
Pastor Chen’s house.

The church grew and the membership became more diverse. Aside from Vietnamese and Laotians, there
were other Chinese professionals and business men who later joined the church. Wayne Wong and John
Leung, the pharmacists; Peter Au, Alex and Sandy Chan, Tony and vy Mak, Weijoe and Sherry Hsieh, business-
man; Albert and Rhoda Cheng, Mei Ng, nurses, Kendy Ng, radiographer.

Some of the leaders at that time were Daniel Ma, Sen and Anh Truong, Rhoda and Albert Cheng, Akieu Luu,
Alex Chan, Van Pham, Kendy Ng and others my poor memory cannot recall. With God’s blessing the church
increased in membership and Alex Chan spearheaded a church building committee. He found and purchased
the lot in Delair Road for 70k.

Like the Israelites in the 40 year journey, as the population grew, there was dissent. Around that time Pas-
tor L. Chen lost his wife to illness. He decided to move to a Fookienese church in Richmond. There was a
vacuum of leadership in our church and some members started their own church in King Road. | was part of
that splinter group. 1 left Zion Church for 18 years. During that time it was a good training ground for me to
be a Sunday School teacher and youth leader. God’s grace is sufficient for everyone and He has a plan that is
beyond our imagination.

After 18 years, members of the King Road church decided to rejoin the Zion Church. We were warmly wel-
comed by the brothers and sisters of Zion Church as well as Pastor Joseph Chen.
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Prior to Pastor Joseph Chen, Pastor Paul Lam
was the pastor of Zion Church. 1 did not get to know
him very well.

The new Zion Church certainly has evolved with
time. When | left the church, people were mainly
speaking Cantonese and English. When | returned,
Mandarin is the predominant language because a
number of Cantonese speakers had moved out to
other cities and there were a lot of Mandarin speak-
ing immigrants who have moved to Abbotsford. The
church has to use 3 languages during the service.

Upon my return, Pastor Joseph Chen has guided
our church forward with membership close to 100.
Pastor Chen’s gift is praying and this helps to make
our prayer meeting alive and was well attended.

There were three years when Pastor Chen took
a sabbatical to serve in another church, Rev. Jung’s
church in Surrey. Pastor Chow Leng Wee was kind
enough to assist our church as the interim pastor.
Pastor Chow Leng’s gift was visitation and building
up personal relationships. | have learned much from
both pastors. Later Pastor Joseph Chen returned
to our church and continues to be our pastor to the
present time.

Currently, we had a minor dispute among the
members but God is faithful. He continues to help
our church grow. We have become a training ground

for many young people who go on to university and

serve other churches.

Aging, illnesses and death have also taken a toll

on our membership. We have lost a number of de-
vout brothers and sisters over the last 5 years such as
Grace Chen, Kathy Choi, Ming Rasachack, Wai Mak,
Choi Chan, Danny Ng and Peter Hoang.

Highlights in recent times include birthdays, wed-
dings, anniversaries and funerals. A major highlight
for myself was my mom’s 92nd birthday celebration.
I remember the Mandarin ladies’ group celebrated her
birthday with a special song and each of them gave
her a special rose. This made my mom very happy.

Another highlight for me was the funeral of Mr.
Rassachack which was held at Henderson’s funeral
home. Almost everyone in church participated in his
celebration of life service. | received many positive
comments from Mr. Rassachack’s non Christian rela-
tives. This demonstrated our love and unity in action
to the community.

Out look for our church, | believe God has really
blessed Zion Church despite it's peaks and valleys.
For without suffering there can be no
growth. For without suffering we cannot
deepen out faith. Currently we are sup-
ported by a good pastor who is strong
in God’s word and good leadership from
the consistory. God has put a big mis-
sion in front of us. There is a huge num-
ber of young people predominantly from
China who have not committed their
lives to Christ. We are urgently seeking

a youth pastor.
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40 (’/Woc QW’M% Elder Daniel Ma

Forty years ago in 1975 after Vietnam was taken over by the com-
munist, Canada has taken in a group of refugees (aka boat people).
Some of these boat people settled in Abbotsford and Chilliwack. The [
three CRC churches: First Church (Gateway Church), Second Church
(Living Hope Church), and Trinity Church wanted to share the Gospel
of Jesus Christ with these refugees hence started the first Service on
November 4, 1979 at the Fellowship Hall of Trinity Church. Rev. Ste-
phen Jung was called to be the pastor and sermons were preached in
Cantonese, translated into Viethamese. The ladies from these three
CRC churches helped with music and Children Sunday School.

As more immigrants came from Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia,

South-east Asia and China, Zion began to grow and started to have

our own pianist, Sunday School teachers, Chinese School, and Choir. And Zion CRC was established officially
in 1986 and two Elders, five Deacons were elected. The groundbreaking ceremony for the current church build-
ing took place in 1990 and the church dedication ceremony took place January 27, 1991.

In these past 40 years, God has sent seven pastors to minister to the church and they all have different




gifts from God and are faithful servants of the Lord. Many brothers and sisters came to know the Lord at Zion,
mature in their faith and serve together. Zion is like a big family as we share each other’s joy and sorrows and
we see the rich blessings God bestows upon the believers and their children.

Thanks to the Lord that He saved me from the ocean and brought me to Canada. Zion is my second spiri-
tual home and | experience love in the Lord at Zion as | was nurtured here and grew spiritually with a group of
brothers and sisters in the Youth Fellowship. | also met my wife at Zion and she is the greatest blessing in my
life. We were married at Zion, establish a Christian, love-filled family and our daughters grew up from Zion’s
nursery and nurtured by Zion’s Sunday School and Youth Fellowship.

Praise the Lord that He has blessed Zion CRC as Bob Do, son of our members Mr. and Mrs. Hung Do is
currently the English Pastor of Evangelical Chinese Bible Church in Seattle, WA; Wesley Chan, son of Dr. and
Mrs. William Chan is serving as missionary in Haiti. Our former Elder, Mr. Peter Au is serving as the Lead Pastor
at

Praise the Lord for raising many faithful, loving and self-denying pastors, mentors and workers to serve in
fellowships and small groups, and Christ-loving Sunday School teacher who serve quietly every week preparing
and teaching the Word of God.

As we serve a congregation of three languages, the Lord has gifted us with many sisters of interpretation
talents. We also have many brothers and sisters who serve quietly in translation, audio/visual systems, and
refreshment. They are busy keeping the church kitchen clean and building maintained. There are many more
that we cannot list but the Lord knows your services and will bless you.

We had bid farewell to many members within these 40 years for because of work or school and some for
other reasons that they left to attend other churches. It is sad to see them leave but in all these years, we have
experienced God’s grace and protection. Just as the Israelis who experienced God’s mighty power, grace and
provision in the wilderness for 40 years. God wants to see Zion rise and enter into the Promised Land. As the
Church age, we need new leaders to pick up the torch and serve. We need to train and equip the new leaders

and prepare them. Let’s pray for the new generations of leaders. Let’s pray for the revival of Zion.
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Q ,Z Z; #%7IH Susan Mak Wong

How did | know of Zion Chinese CRC when we moved to
Abbotsford in Fall of 1981? A business associate and a former
Zion member, Wayne, introduced me to the church. He certainly

-

followed the teaching in Mark 16:15 “Go into all the world and
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”

2
=

\

| was already a Christian then. Yet | was only a Sunday wor-

h |

shipper (not even a regular one). Receiving Christ as my savior

and asking Him for forgiveness of my sins at Baptismal ceremo-

ny was only a first step into the Family of the Lord. Not letting
the Holy Spirit into my heart to transform me was like a baby nursing on milk and never growing into solid food.

As the years went, | noticed how waves of immigrants from various country of origin arrived into Abbotsford
and into our church. Our church evolves as well meeting the needs of believers and seekers. We heard of the
saying “Separation of Church and State”. During these times, | was living in such fashion. | allowed church be
church, and not letting religion interfere with my everyday life.

After our financial obligations were settled, we finally decided on starting a family. With our daughter’s ar-
rival, | became more involved at church. At that time, it was more due to self interest. | would like her to know
God and one day be willing to accept Christ as her personal savior and be her guiding light in life. One thing |
learnt along the way is parents need to act Christ-like if they expect their children to do the same.

By nature, | am a very independent person and often rely on my own strength. In the past many decades,
when challenges arrived, | would use my own wisdom. Mrs. Choi’s sermon once related how Moses’ first 40
years was like “I am everything”. | shared the same sentiment. A major life event happened in our family that
changed my attitude totally- for | became nothing. Jeremiah 29:11 said “For | know the plan | had for you,” de-
clares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm, plans to give you hope and a future. “ When we admit
to God how arrogant we have been and let the Holy Spirit enters into our heart. the Spirit will transform us and
make us a vessel to fit into His good plan. Then “God will become everything in our life” This is what | am learn-
ing to do. Before every major decision and when challenges arrive, seek the Lord first.

Small group fellowship has been detrimental to my walk with Christ. How can | love others if | do not have
contact with them. God speaks to me and you through the Bible. A daily devotion and attending Bible Study
Fellowship classes have helped me to grow roots into God’s words. When challenges and storms in life arrive,
He speaks to us in the Bible.

To summarize, at one of church retreats, Mrs. Ho (our keynote speaker and also Dr. Sean Ho’s mom) made
an analogy. We are like automobiles created by God. A car manual (the Bible) was given to us. Whether we
choose to maintain this car of ours according to the manual is up to us. When we follow this manual, hiccups
can still happen in life. But one thing we know for sure, this manual (The Bible) will guide this car of ours until
the day we return to our Heavenly Home.

Happy 40th Birthday to Zion and we ask God to give us another 40 years of blessings!
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A Logacy of L4

Proverbs 22:6“Train up a child in the way
he should go; even when he is old he will not
depart from it.”

Fi=22:6 HEEE G EMITEEMNE -
MEZh T lREt -

Praise the Lord that | have the privilege to
serve the youth of Zion when | was still very
young and inexperienced in life. Itis all by the
grace of God that He grants me the strength
and wisdom to lead and teach the first group of
youth 20+ years ago fearlessly because of His
own promise: “Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you
go.” (Jos 1:9) And “Don’t let anyone look down
on you because you are young, but set an ex-
ample for the believers in speech, in conduct,
in love, in faith and in purity.” (1 Tim 4:12)
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i - TEiEH  ARIRERTINES - BRANER
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It is critically important that we must in-

vest in young people, teach them to grow in

F B R

BRIEEE Gavy Tran

e ) g e |

their relationship with the Lord, prepare them
to live and serve the Lord in all aspects of life
because if we don’t teach them God’s way, the
world will teach them its way and they will be
lost.

B EAEREESVENET L - RFEih
EHMHNBEMS RS - HEMPIE FFFE
URFNBAREIFEEENRBUWRBE ML
HEH At - PIFE WL RS - EKKRT -

Young people, in their teenage years face
the most challenges in life and need guidance
and support. We must help them navigate
and find their identities in Christ, get rooted in
God’s Word, grow spiritually to be witnesses
for Christ to their generation and future gen-
erations.
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MEZECHM)  BEEREURER  BE
BHRE  BHREmD -

Young people are the future of the church
as we can also see examples how God uses
young people to do great things: David, Josh-
ua, Timothy. Today, we also see God uses
young people from Zion serving Him in dif-
ferent capacities locally and faraway as pas-
tors, missionaries, church leaders, teachers.
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It is all by the grace of Jesus Christ that | have the privilege to play a part in the lives of

these godly young men and women and share the truth of the Gospel with them. As Paul said:
“l planted the seed....but God has been making it grow.” May all the glory and honour be to our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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2016 OFNEl Mid Autumn Festival




2017 KEEEH College Group




2018 FERE¥2 Children Ministry




2018 .}55'*;,“%% QOutdoor Service
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BRABE, THRODLET
Make them come an, so that my house wild be full.
5 Luke (V222




2019 EEFE Chinese New Year
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2019 R EZEEF Children Ministry




HBESIERS | Church Schedule

£¥F (BE:E B:E,5%:EE) Sunday Service 10:30AM
F HE (E3E,B58,%5E) Sunday School 9:15AM

=142 Choir Practice
(G£2H§H Every Sunday) 1:00PM

#T1E = Prayer Meeting
(EE2H=Every Wednesday) 8:00PM

E#/\4H Grace Small Group
(55 288F Every Friday) 8:00PM

PAERRi/\ZB Ezra Small Group
(EBE_—REMNEMTH Second & Fourth Friday) 8:00PM

FaEEE22 English Fellowship
(SBE—RE=2H8F First & Third Friday) 8:00PM

B/ B English Youth Fellowship
(Eﬁmz,ﬁﬂﬁ Every Friday) 8:00PM

/ EEFqE 32 Moses Fellowship

(EH%E—E 24 = First Wednesday) 3:00PM gj
EE#@EB3E5) Senior Exercise
(3 22H§= Every Wednesday) 2:00PM —

37884k Chinese School
(2283 Every Thursday) 6:00PM
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For the LORD has chosen Zion, He has desired it for His dwelling.
&5 Psalms 132:13




